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Charlie Mae was also instrumental in the 

establishment of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Freedom Center in Oakland, an organization 
that I helped found and am particularly proud 
of. In the mid-1990’s, we had this idea to cre-
ate a leadership academy for students, in-
spired by the teachings of Dr. King. 

I was in the state legislature in California at 
the time, and I proposed a bill to establish a 
memorandum of understanding between the 
City of Oakland, the East Bay Park District 
and several other local agencies in order to 
provide the resources for the MLK Freedom 
Center to exist. Charlie Mae, who was one of 
the principal founders of the center, helped or-
ganize busloads of my constituents from Oak-
land up to Sacramento to testify on the impor-
tance of the project, and why the bill was so 
important. 

That effort was essential to the passage of 
the bill and the formal creation of the center, 
which now has taught hundreds of young peo-
ple from the East Bay about leadership, con-
flict resolution, violence prevention and civic 
engagement and is really helping to create the 
next generation of social activist leaders. 

On a personal note, I was proud to call 
Charlie Mae my friend for decades, and am in-
debted to her for her leadership in empow-
ering Oakland residents to work together to 
create a better city and world for themselves, 
their neighbors, and future generations. It was 
such an honor this past May to present Char-
lie Mae with the first Mildred Parish Massey 
Legacy Award, named after my late mother. It 
was a happy moment for Charlie Mae, and in-
spiring for me to know that I had the chance 
to say thank you to her for her service, her 
friendship, her leadership and her love. 

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict honors Charlie Mae Davis’ memory, and 
her lifetime of service working on behalf of so-
cial justice and equality. I join her loved ones 
in celebrating her incredible life with a promise 
to honor her tremendous legacy. 
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Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with great 
honor to recognize Steve McKernan, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of University of New Mexico 
Hospitals, as he prepares for his retirement 
after 37 years of service to the people of 
Bernalillo County and the State of New Mex-
ico. 

In 1980, Mr McKernan began his career at 
the University of New Mexico Hospital. Mr. 
McKernan began as a staff accountant and 
worked his way up through the organization, 
becoming CEO in 1996. During his 21 years 
as CEO, Mr. McKernan was an integral part of 
a team relentlessly focused on improving the 
care of the people of New Mexico. 

Thanks to Mr McKernan’s vision and leader-
ship, UNM Hospitals provide the level and 
specialties of care that are only available in 
the largest teaching hospitals in the country. 
During Mr. McKernan’s tenure, the Barbara 
and Bill Richardson Pavilion opened in 2008 
and a network of community-based clinics was 
established, providing healthcare throughout 
the City of Albuquerque. 

In addition to his achievements in growing 
the mission and reach of UNM Hospitals, Mr. 
McKernan has gained national prominence in 
the hospital community, serving on the Board 
of the America’s Essential Hospitals. He has 
also been involved in a variety of local com-
munity and business groups, including the Ro-
tary Club, the New Mexico Hospital Associa-
tion and the Boy Scouts of America. 

It is with great honor and privilege that I 
take this moment to thank Steve for his serv-
ice and commitment to our community, the 
lives of New Mexicans are forever changed 
because of his work. I wish him and his wife 
Becky an enjoyable and well-deserved retire-
ment. 
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Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I recognize Peter Harvell, who will retire 
as Director of Veterans Benefits and Services 
of Framingham, Massachusetts on September 
28, 2017. Peter’s lifetime of service shows us 
how one person’s undeterrable mission to help 
others can positively impact his broader com-
munity. 

Peter has dedicated the past 13 years to 
helping veterans by connecting them with 
state and federal benefits, partnering with 
community organizations, and ensuring the 
stability and growth of their mental and finan-
cial health. 

Peter has been one of our veterans’ strong-
est advocates in the towns of Sudbury and 
Framingham. He partnered with local food 
banks, jail diversion task forces, and legal aid 
services to help veterans and service mem-
bers who fell on hard times. He worked with 
the VFW, the American Legion, and local Na-
tional Guard units to host welcome home 
ceremonies. He paid our veterans their due 
respect on national holidays. Above all, Peter 
maintains relationships and provides support 
to our Gold Star families. 

Prior to his service to the towns of Sudbury 
and Framingham, Peter spent 23 years in the 
U.S. Army serving in the U.S. Special Oper-
ations Command. After preparing OPER-
ATION EAGER ANVIL in DESERT STORM 
and coordinating NATO missions in Bosnia, he 
returned home to continue service as a con-
gressional liaison at USSOCOM for two years. 

Peter’s dedication and leadership honor our 
Commonwealth and our country. We thank 
him for his years of service and wish him a 
happy and successful retirement. 
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Thursday, September 21, 2017 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to salute El Aviso Magazine, an award-winning 
Spanish-language weekly publication based in 
my 40th Congressional District, as it begins its 
30th anniversary celebration. 

Since its establishment in 1988, El Aviso 
Magazine has focused its reporting on local 
areas with the highest populations of Latinos. 
The publication offers a unique blend of topics 
ranging from social and political, to health and 
welfare, to family, culture, and entertainment. 

At its inception, El Aviso Magazine shared 
an office with a travel agency in the City of 
Huntington Park, and only had two employees 
and five distributors. At that time, the maga-
zine’s weekly circulation reached an audience 
of 70,000, and its method of distribution was 
door-to-door. Today, an average issue 
reaches an audience of more than 600,000, 
and it can be found at over 10,000 points of 
distribution in 136 cities and neighborhoods in 
the greater Los Angeles area, Orange County, 
the San Fernando Valley, and the Inland Em-
pire. 

El Aviso Magazine has received countless 
awards from the National Association of His-
panic Publications, and has also received na-
tional recognition for its editorial content and 
covers. In 2004, it received an award for being 
the fastest-growing publication in the United 
States. At the 2014 National Association of 
Hispanic Publications Convention, El Aviso 
Magazine received the Gold Award for the 
Most Outstanding Newsprint Magazine. 

Over the past 30 years, Jessica Maes 
Zepeda and Jose Ramiro Zepeda, along with 
their family, have operated this family-owned 
magazine. Mr. Zepeda was born in Mexico, 
and immigrated to the United States in the 
mid-1980s in search of the American Dream. 
As he was searching for the right business, he 
witnessed the passage and implementation of 
the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 
1986. Mr. Zepeda saw the need to inform the 
Spanish-speaking community in a language 
they could read and understand. This led him 
to produce a Spanish publication that would 
serve the Latino community across Southern 
California—El Aviso Magazine. Mr. Zepeda 
has worked diligently for the past three dec-
ades and has made El Aviso Magazine a suc-
cess story. 

Mrs. Zepeda, the magazine’s co-owner and 
its director of public relations and community 
affairs, was raised in Southeast Los Angeles, 
where she attended local parochial schools 
and decided to pursue a career in real estate. 
In the early 1980s, she joined the Downey 
Board of Realtors and served as vice presi-
dent. She then became the president of the 
Women’s Council of Realtors, and the director 
of the California Association of Realtors. 

In 1994, Mrs. Zepeda became politically ac-
tive and was elected to the Huntington Park 
City Council. Through her accomplishments, 
she became the first woman to hold the posi-
tion of Mayor for the City of Huntington Park 
three years later. 

Mrs. Zepeda has received numerous acco-
lades for her community service from elected 
officials in the State of California and Con-
gress, and from non-profit organizations. The 
California Chamber of Commerce recently rec-
ognized Mrs. Zepeda with the 2017 Pioneer 
Empresaria Award. 

Mr. and Mrs. Zepeda believe in assisting the 
less fortunate and those in need. Their dedica-
tion to the community and their philanthropic 
activities are reflected through El Aviso Maga-
zine’s involvement with various non-profits, in-
cluding the YMCA, Salvation Army, Boys & 
Girls Club of America, Human Services Asso-
ciation, Southeast Relay for Life, faith-based 
groups, and local schools. 
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For the past ten years, the magazine has 

published a special edition bilingual magazine 
dedicated to the fight against cancer, titled ‘‘El 
Aviso Relay for Life.’’ In addition, through hard 
work, perseverance, and dedication to the 
communities it serves, the magazine has 
raised more than $120,000 for the American 
Cancer Society’s Southeast Cities Relay for 
Life over the past ten years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to please 
join me in sending best wishes and congratu-
lations to Jose Zepeda, Jessica Maes Zepeda, 
and their El Aviso Magazine team on the cele-
bration of their 30th anniversary. They have 
played a vital role in informing Latino commu-
nities across Southern California over the past 
30 years. 
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Thursday, September 21, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, the Farm 
Bill is one of the most important bills that most 
Americans have never heard of. It impacts our 
economy, environment, and what we eat. It is 
important that Congress gets the upcoming re-
authorization right. 

Today, I am introducing the Sustainable 
Farmland for the Future Act. This bill builds 
upon the progress we made in the 2014 Farm 
Bill to promote the long-term sustainability of 
farmland and better protect the environment. 

In 1985, Congress enacted conservation 
compliance in the Farm Bill, codifying the 
compact between taxpayers, farmers, and 
landowners to provide stability through sub-
sidies in return for responsible stewardship of 
farmland and the surrounding environment. 
The 1985 Farm Bill simply required most farm 
subsidy recipients to implement basic con-
servation practices on vulnerable farmland and 
wetlands. The 2014 Farm Bill improved this 
measure by expanding the conservation com-
pact to recipients of crop insurance premium 
subsidies. While the USDA has found that the 
current conservation compact has successfully 
reduced runoff and soil erosion, Congress 
must do more. 

The Sustainable Farmland for the Future 
Act would strengthen the conservation com-
pact by requiring farmers who receive tax-
payer assistance to abide by basic, common- 
sense conservation standards on all of their 
land, not just ‘‘highly erodible land’’ and con-
verted wetland. By complying with these ex-
panded standards and acting as good stew-
ards, farmers will be honoring the commitment 
made to the taxpayers who provide for their 
farm subsidies. 

I believe that the Sustainable Farmland for 
the Future Act is one of the 115th Congress’s 
most important pieces of environmental legis-
lation and should be considered for inclusion 
in the 2018 Farm Bill. 

IN RECOGNITION OF BARBARA 
NIESS-MAY FOR 15 YEARS OF 
EXEMPLARY SERVICE AT 
SAFEHOUSE CENTER 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 21, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Barbara Niess-May for her 15 years 
of service at SafeHouse Center in Washtenaw 
County. As Executive Director of SafeHouse 
Center, Mrs. Niess-May’s leadership and ex-
pertise have impacted countless lives and 
greatly enhanced the Center’s programming 
capabilities. 

SafeHouse Center first opened its doors in 
1978 with the hope of providing leadership 
and support for survivors of sexual assault 
and domestic violence in Washtenaw County. 
The organization’s founding mission has en-
dured throughout the years, and SafeHouse 
has been able to expand its services through 
popular public support and a 1992 millage that 
funded a new facility with increased boarding 
capacity. Today, due to the Center’s new loca-
tion, over 5,500 women and children are 
served out of the shelter every year. 

Since joining SafeHouse as Executive Di-
rector in 2002, Mrs. Niess-May has overseen 
the agency’s daily operations and is critical to 
the continued growth and success of the orga-
nization. She has advocated for survivors and 
implemented programs to help both women 
and children get back on their feet by finding 
safe and affordable housing, employment, and 
childcare. Successful SafeHouse programs in-
clude a children’s playroom, Teen Voice Peer 
Education at local schools, and four different 
onsite support groups. Additionally, Mrs. 
Niess-May works as an adjunct faculty mem-
ber at Eastern Michigan University’s School of 
Social Work and Graduate School of Crimi-
nology, bringing her real world experience to 
the classroom and educating the next genera-
tion of social workers. She has saved many 
lives, been a shelter for those desperate for a 
hand, and is a leader in changing the dialogue 
on domestic abuse. It is my hope that Mrs. 
Niess-May continues to advocate on behalf of 
domestic violence survivors and build on her 
lifetime of distinguished work supporting 
women and children. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Barbara Niess-May for 15 years of 
outstanding service at SafeHouse Center. Her 
tenure at SafeHouse has greatly contributed to 
the organization’s ability to provide important 
services and support to women in need. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HAZEL THOMPSON 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 21, 2017 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize a constituent, Hazel Thompson, who is 
celebrating her 100th birthday this month. 

Ms. Thompson has spent her life serving 
our country and local community. Born and 
raised in Vermont, she has dedicated her life 
to helping and advocating for others. She 
started her career as a nurse and devoted 

thousands of hours volunteering with the Red 
Cross where she received several awards for 
her selfless service. In 1972, after our area 
was devastated by flooding from Hurricane 
Agnes, Ms. Thompson once again answered 
the call and devoted her time to helping her 
community and neighbors in Elmira, New 
York. 

Ms. Thompson has been a member of the 
Ladies Auxiliary at the American Legion Post 
443 in Elmira, New York for seventy years. 
She is a true patriot and has volunteered at 
other veterans’ organizations. Ms. Thompson 
has been a member of the AARP for decades 
and has served as a Board Member for Chap-
ter 246 and as editor for its Spotlight news-
letter for years. She has also volunteered with 
the Girl Scouts, Food Bank and at West-
minster Presbyterian Church of which she is a 
member. 

Ms. Thompson has been a recipient of sev-
eral honors and awards in recognition of her 
generous spirit and endless dedication to help-
ing others. As the team captain for the 
AARP’s annual Alzheimer’s Walk team, she 
was awarded the Grand Champion medal in 
honor of her fundraising. She was awarded 
the Chemung County Senior Citizen of the 
Year in 1988, and in 2010, Ms. Thompson 
was awarded the prestigious Jefferson Award 
in recognition for her lifelong commitment to 
community service. She is truly an inspiration 
to us all. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating Hazel Thompson’s 100th birthday and 
recognizing her life-long commitment to serv-
ice. 
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HONORING BETTY OLDS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 21, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the remarkable life of Betty Olds. She passion-
ately served on the Berkeley City Council for 
16 years and advocated for the environment, 
women, and animal rights until her passing at 
the age of 96 on July 16, 2017. 

Ms. Olds was born Betty Marion Milne in St. 
Joseph, Missouri on October 19, 1920, and 
grew up in Holt County. She attended Iowa 
State University, where she graduated in 1942 
with a degree in Home Economics and met 
her future husband, Walter Olds. Together 
they had three children. 

In 1950, Ms. Olds and her family moved to 
the Bay Area. While her husband was away in 
Okinawa for several years, Ms. Olds planted 
her roots in the city of Berkeley to raise her 
family, and became a substitute teacher at 
Garfield Middle School. She eventually be-
came the Dean of Students at Willard Middle 
School, and was instrumental in evacuating 
the school and ensuring student safety when 
UC Berkeley protestors were tear-gassed in 
the Bloody Thursday riot of 1969. 

After committing her time to several city 
commissions, Ms. Olds was elected to the 
Berkeley City Council in 1992 where she 
made an immediate impact in the creation of 
a new fire station in the Berkeley Hills, fol-
lowing the devastating Oakland Hills fire of 
1991. 

Ms. Olds was also a founding member of 
Save the Bay, a group that fights to protect 
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